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Propuesta 3 (LOGSE, 1999) 

PINOCHET 
The family and friends of former dictator Augusto Pinochet Ugarte had come together, a cake had 

been delivered and the ambulance stood ready to drive him to the airport. Then, it was hoped, he would be 
able to fly to Chile. Although he had been under arrest in a north London hospital, his followers were sure 
that he would soon be celebrating more than his 83rd birthday. But Britain’s highest court decided that 
Pinochet could face extraditions to Spain on charges of genocide, murder and torture committed during his 5 
years in power. 

While Pinochet remained under police guard, still recovering from the back operation which had 
brought him to London, groups of Chilean exiles outside the hospital and Parliament popped champagne 
and cried with joy. Elena Sánchez, a University of Chile professor who was arrested imprisoned and 
tortured in 1974 said tearfully: “We never believed that this would happen.” Amnesty International called it 10 
“the most important case in human rights law this century.” This shows tyrants around the world that there 
are no safe places to escape from the consequences of their crimes. 
 

(A) COMPREHENSION (3 points; 1 per question) 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR 
OWN WORDS.    

1) Was Pinochet alone while in London? Why? 
2) What was the reason for the cake? 
3) What was the real reason for Pinochet’s being in London? 

 
(B) LEXICON (2 points; 0.5 points per question) 

4) Find in the text the word which has the following definition: 
  ‘The deliberate murder of a whole community or race.’ (noun). 

5) Find in the text the word which has the following definition: 
‘A person who has been forced to live away from his/her country, especially for political 
reasons.’ (noun). 

6) Find one synonym in the text for HAPPINESS (noun). 
7) Give one synonym for SAFE (adjective) (line 12). 

 
(C)  GRAMMAR (2 points; 0.5 points per question) 

8) Put the following sentence into the active voice: 
  Elena Sánchez was arrested, imprisoned and tortured in 1974. 

9) Complete the following sentence with the correct form of the verb in brackets: 
  Pinochet (FLY) back to Chile if he had not been under arrest. 

10) Put the following sentence into the interrogative form:  
Pinochet remained under police guard. 

11) Join the following sentences with a relative pronoun: 
Torture is inhuman. Torture was normal in Chile during Pinochet’s regime. 

  
(D) PRODUCTION (3 points) 

WRITE A COMPOSITION (80-100 WORDS). CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS. SPECIFY 
YOUR OPTION. 

12) a. What is freedom for you? 
 b. What would you do to help oppressed countries? 


